
 

Prayer: Week 2 
Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 

• When you find yourself in an unfavorable situation that is totally beyond your 
ability to control or influence, who do you turn to, or what do you do first?        

• What influences this response? 

• What can you do to more consistently turn to God in these situations? 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively 
• Throughout Scripture, we see that seemingly hopeless situations set the stage 

for God’s greatest victories over His enemies. From the parting of the Red Sea to 
the resurrection of Jesus, God gets His greatest glory from snatching victory from 
the jaws of what looks like certain defeat. And yet, we often fail to recognize 
when we are helpless. We try to “fix” these situations with human wisdom when 
only God’s intervention will do.  

• You will need to coach your small group members to acknowledge their 
helplessness and see that we need God for all things before we can have victory 
in Him. Stress the importance of confessing the sin of self-reliance and asking 
God for help. Encourage them to identify the parts of their lives where they’ve 
declared independence from God. Show them how to use prayer and God’s word 
to bring those parts of their lives into submission to Him. Proverbs 3:5-6 is a 
great passage to memorize, meditate on, and pray through for just this purpose.  

• Take the group through one of the prayer methods from last week’s lesson. 

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Ask you group to commit to this week’s 1:1:1 prayer. Make a point of having 

everyone set an alarm on the device of their choosing (phone, watch, etc.). 

• Communicate with your group during the week by sending an encouraging word 
or let them know you are praying for them.  

• Pray for your group to: 

o Confess their self-reliance. 
o Use the spiritual disciplines of prayer and bible intake to surrender their 

lives to God each and every day. 
o Find an accountability partner to pray with and for them and hold them 

accountable in their efforts to put God first in all things.  



 

Prayer: Week 2 
“Praying God’s Victory” 
 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer 

• Welcome / Introductions 

• Review the small group guidelines 

• Announcements (click this link to see latest) 

Ask a hook question Ask a though-provoking question to get the group focused [4 min] 

Have you ever been in imminent danger? How did you respond? 

Share the background for the story Provide context by sharing what comes before 

the story in the Bible. [1 min] After the death of Solomon, the nation of Israel split (1 Kings 
11). The northern kingdom was called Israel and the southern kingdom was called Judah. 
1 Kings 17 tells the story of how Assyria attacked and defeated the northern kingdom and 
dispersed the people throughout the Assyrian empire. Approximately 20 years later, 
during the reign of Hezekiah (one of Israel’s great kings), Assyria is once again expanding 
its empire. In 1 Kings 18 Sennacherib is now the king of Assyria. He conquers all the 
fortified cities in Judah, sends a delegation to Jerusalem to boast against all the gods and 
the other peoples he has defeated, and informs Hezekiah and the residents of Jerusalem 
that he will defeat them and their God as well.  

Tell the story This week’s passage is Isaiah 37:1-23, 33-38 [3 min] 

Rebuild the story Group members tell the story together based on their recall [15 min] 

Read the story out loud Read the passage to identify any additions/omissions. [3 min] 

Discuss these questions This week’s passage is Isaiah 37:1-23, 33-38 [19 min] 
• Go back to Hezekiah’s prayer in vv. 16-20. Point out any elements of 

adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication that you observe in the 
text. [3 min] 

• What can we learn from Hezekiah’s response to Sennacherib’s taunts and 
Judah’s seemingly hopeless situation? [3 min] 

• Do you always respond like Hezekiah to these types of situations in your life? 
If not, why not? [3 min]  

• What changes do we need to make in our lives in order to look to God first 
and foremost for victory? [Refer to the “Leading” section on the Leader’s 

handout—10 min] 

Ask someone to retell the story Ask for a volunteer from the group [3 min] 

Closing 

• Ask for a volunteer to learn and share next week’s story Daniel 6:1-28 [1 min] 
• Close in prayer [1 min] 
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